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Ah/ tengo los huesos dntiguos de |d gente que vivié dcd —en estd regidn donde dntes se sembrabd
dlgodcn—. Los tengo gudrdddos, protegidos. Lds personds de mi pueblo me os trden porque sdben
que dqui los cuido; porque d eflds y ellos les da miedo tenerfos, pero tdmbién porque saben que se les
debe respetdr.

Aqui les hdblo, les pldtico. Todos estos huesos es tdn escritos. Escribieron sobre ellos. Tienen dibu jos
que yd nddie entiende. Se dice que ahs, sobre ellos, estd escritd |d historid de su vidd.

Se cuentd que |os enterrdbdn, y cudndo habid pdsddo el tiempo suficiente pdrd que su cdrne se
descompusierd, sdcdbdn daf difunto o d |d difuntd, le hdc/dn und ceremonid o ritudl, y limpidbdn sus
huesos. Después escribrdn las cosds de su vidd: quién erd, cémo vivié, por dénde dnduvo...

/ keep the dncient bones of the people who lived here —in this region where cotton used to be groinn.
! hdve them kept, protected. People from my villdge bring them to me becduse they know I tdke
cdre of them here; becduse they're dfrdid to keep them, but dlso becduse they knoww they must be
respected,

Here | spedk to them, | tdlk to them. All these bones dre written. They iwrote on them. They hdve
drdwings thdt no one understdnds dnymore. They sdy the story of their life is written there, on
their bones.

They sdy they used to bury them, and when enough time hdd pdssed for the flesh to decompose,
they would tdke the dedd mdn or womdn out, perform d ceremony or ritud], dnd cledn the bones.
Then they would write the things of their life: who they ivere, how they lived, where they hdd
wadlked...

—Pdftricid R. C.
[Sdntd Inés Ahudtempdn, 2022]
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Ten/dmos prohibido habldr en nvestrd lengud. Nuestros propios pddres nos o prohibian, pero por
consejo de [os mdestros. Muchos de nosotros yd pudimos ir d |d escueld en ese tiempo, y los
mdestros nos decidn: “Si siguen hdbldndo ese idiomd (ngibd), no vdn d dprender espdriol, ni lds
cuentds, ni lds sumds, ni van d dprender d escribir’, dsi decidn. Incluso nuestro pddre [legabd d
golpedrnos si habldbamos ngibd. El sufric mucho ld discrimindcion... mds que nosotros.

We were forbidden from spedking our ldngudge. Our oiwn pdrents forbdde us, but it inds on the
ddvice of the tedchers. Mdny of us were dlreddy dble to dttend school at thdt time, dnd the
tedchers would sday: “If you keep spedking thdt ldngudge (Ngibd), you won't ledrn Spdnish, or how
to do mdth, or how to write,” thdt’s whdt they used to sdy. Our fdther would even bedt us if ive
spoke Ngibd. He had suffered d Jot of discrimindtion... more thdn e djd.

—Alfonso A. C.
[Sdntd Inés Ahudtempdn, 2022]
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Ld dbueld Elend erd una mu_jer que curdbd. Hdcrd limpids... Hacid preguntds. Tomdbd und puntd de
pdimd, con esd puntd dgdrrdbd un poco de cdl y, sobre sumdno, hdc/d und cruz (gurutsi). Cudndo
hdcrd |a cruz, dec/d el nombre de |ds cudtro direcciones. Después escribrd (jf) sobre su mdno con
puntos de cdl. Con dtencién mirdbd su mdno, de le jos y de cercd; cerrdbd y dbrid |os o_jos, y recortid
s5u mirddd por todd [a mdno... Asi le/d |d cdl |a dbueld Elend, dsi” hdcid preguntds, dsi” ddivinabd.

Grdndmd Elend wds d trdditiond| hedler. She performed “limpids” (ritudls for hedling).. she dsked
questions to the spitits. She took d pdlm tip, with thdt tip she grdbbed o bit of [ime dnd, on her
hdnd, mdde o cross (gurutsi). iNhen she mdde the cross, she sdid the names of the four directions.
Then she wrote (ji) on her hdand with dots of [ime. She cdrefully looked dt her hand, from fdr and
nedr; she closed dnd opened her eyes, dnd let her gdze wdnder dll over her hand.. Thdt’s how
Grdndmd Elend redd the lime, thdt’s hoin she dsked questions to the spirits, thdt’s how she divined.

—Ale jandra A. C.
[Sdntd Inés Ahudtempdn, 2020]
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Hdy pdldbrds que se estan perdiendo, pdldbrds que solo sdbe |d gente mdyor. Urge que nos reunamos,
que dcordemos cémo podemos escribir dhord que toddvid estan los abuelos y lds dbuelds.

There dre iwords thdt dre being lost, words thdt only the elders know. INe urgently need to gdther,
to dgree on hoiw ive cdn write now that our grdndfdthers dand grandmothers dre still with us.

—Ale jandrd A. C.
[Sdntd Inés Ahudtempdn, 2019]



